Filmmaking News: IT HAPPENS AT NIGHT
(Why Magnolia House is Beginning to Look
More Gothic, More Spooky, and More Cinematic)
September, 23, 2022, FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
Blood Moon Productions proudly announces the filming, at its headquarters in Staten Island’s Historic Magnolia House, of a short psychological thriller, It Happens at Night.
Conceived and directed by Alexandra McDowell and produced by Calvin Ryerse, each
an “almost ready to graduate” student at Manhattan’s prestigious NEW SCHOOL, it’s described
by Ryerse as “an entertaining, meaningful, and scary horror romp about a girl who gets roped
into house-sitting for a mysterious neighbor. SInce its conception, Alex’s vision has been crystal
clear and it has been a blast bringing it to fruition.”
In advance of filming, a disciplined crew of cinematographers and art directors supercharged
the staid grandeur of Magnolia House into “that house at the end of the street that always scared
you as a child.”

The movers and creative shakers
behind It Happens at Night: Director Alex McDowell (left) and
producer Calvin Ryerse (right).

Actors brought in to perpetuate the film’s emphasis on trauma, dreams, and their resolutions
include Avery Garcia, Anya Ulyanova, and little Walter Goldberg. Each of the actors was subjected to many weeks of tryouts and e-auditions, always driven by McDowell’s vision.
“This is not the first, and hopefully, it won’t be the last, body of work that creative artists have
crafted within Magnolia House,” said Danforth Prince, Blood Moon’s president. “During its
tenure by America’s foremost celebrity biographer, Darwin Porter, it sheltered Tennessee
Williams, Anaïs Nin, Lucille Lortel (The Queen of Off-Broadway), novelist James Leo Herlihy
(Midnight Cowboy), James Kirkwood (the Pulitzer Prize-winning playwright of A Chorus Line,
Joan Blondell, Gloria Swanson, Gore Vidal, the chanteuse Greta Keller, ballerina Tamara Geva,
dancer Alvin Ailey, singer Margaret Whiting, Anne Bancroft, Quentin Crisp, and attorney Roy
(“I advised Donald Trump”) Cohn—YES! Even him.”
“Magnolia House and Blood Moon Productions,” Prince continued, “are honored and proud to
have witnessed the creative skill of this current team of cutting-edge filmmakers and their
oeuvre, It Happens at Night.”

Experimental Gothic Horror and the meaning of dreams,
in this “behind the scenes” look at
IT HAPPENS AT NIGHT.

WHAT IS BLOOD MOON PRODUCTIONS?
As described by The Huffington Post, “Blood Moon, in case you don’t know, is a small publishing house on Staten Island that cranks out Hollywood gossip books, about two or three a year, usually of five-, six-, or 700-page length, chocked with stories and pictures about people who
used to consume the imaginations of the American publikc, back when we actually had a public imagination. That is, when people were really
interested in each other, rather than in Apple ‘devices.’ In other words, back when we had vices, not devices.”
Blood Moon is one of the most prolific show-biz presses in the world, with a backlist of almost 50 titles, each an overview of seminal characters
who affected the course of the American Century. It’s headquartered within historic Magnolia House, an award-winning AirBnb near the ferryboat
terminal of Staten Island, the “sometimes forgotten” Outer Borough of New York City. For more information about its exciting line of award-winning celebrithy biographies and film guides, including its recent release of VOLUME ONE of a two-part biography of HENRY FONDA,
click on:

www.BloodMoonProductions.com and/or
MagnoliaHouseSaintGeorge.com

